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Dear Parents,

Wahoo!!! We got through the first week – There is a real buzz around the school at the moment – Our aim is for this to continue.

Our School Secretary, Kaye Simpson, and I are developing a new-look Newsletter that will begin next Thursday – as always we would appreciate constructive feedback regarding this. 
Swimming

The swimming schedule is attached to this letter; please make sure that your child comes equipped for this. If for any reason your child will not be swimming please send a note to the class teacher. If you would like to assist with these lessons please let your class teacher know so that your help can be maximised.
Room Parents

In keeping with our ‘Open School’ philosophy we are introducing a ‘Room Parents’ system across the school this year. The are 3 main functions of the ‘Room Parents’ 

1. To assist with the implementation of the New Zealand Curriculum throughout the school in 2010

2. To assist with communication between the class teacher and class families

3. To assist in the development of a roster for parental help within the classroom programme.

As each class has different dynamics and each teacher different styles, strengths and programmes the ‘Room Parents’ programme may run quite differently in each classroom. For more information of the room parent strategy see your child/s class teacher or myself.  
Many parents have already contacted the school regarding this system and we are now asking that all interested parents let their teacher know before the end of next week. There will be an evening meeting on Tuesday 16th February for all interested starting at 6.00pm and finishing before 7.30pm.

Open School Policy

One of our major paradigm shifts for 2010 is to ensure that the school is an open one. This means that families are welcome to visit classrooms during the school day. Obviously teachers aren’t able to really speak to families during the hours of 8.00am and 3.00pm as they will be preparing their lessons or teaching them but parents/caregivers are most welcome to come in and observe what we do during this time and also make an appointment for another time. We encourage you to come in and see what we do at Woodhill – we are proud of it and we know you will be too! Please do not feel like you are intruding, this is your school and we know that nobody cares more about their children than the parents/caregivers. Our only requirement is that you respect the rights of the teacher and the children in the class, by not disrupting the environment.

Of course my door is always open and I would love to catch up with all families over the course of term 1. We want the talk to be in the here and not out there!!!
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The New Zealand Curriculum and National Standards

The Room Parent strategy will assist us in the implementation of the NZC and National Standards and ensure that we are consulting with the community throughout.

Room 1 Update

We hope to have some definite decisions and action plans regarding this Room (and Room 3 and 4) before the end of next week.

French language Club

We are thinking of offering a French Language Club open for all students at lunchtimes or after school. The following prices and structure will apply – please contact the school through the office if you would like to know more. The lessons are offered through ABC Language Tuition. 

	After School
	Lunchtime

	Year 1-Year 8

45 minute sessions

Fun approach to topic based learning plus interactive stories, songs, and games

$150 per term
	Year 1-Year 8

30 minute sessions

Interactive session with games and songs

$120 per term


Te Reo Maori

Te Reo Maori lessons will begin next week – They are on Fridays. We have Levia Aukino-Uruamo, a specialist Kaioko, (teacher) assist us with these lessons.
Newsletter Sponsorship

Our newsletter this year is going to be a little different – it will be an A3 page with 28 4x4cm adverts on the back cover. The cost of having one of these adverts for the entire year – at least 40 newsletters is $100. There are still some spaces available so contact Kaye Simpson in the office to secure your business or company.

New Families

A big welcome to all our new students and families – we will have a photo of all our new students in the next newsletter.

Gifted and Talented Students

The school has made the bold decision to instigate a formal programme for these students in 2010. At this point in time we are not exactly how it will manifest itself - watch this space. Exciting and groundbreaking stuff for Woodhill School! 
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YOUR CHAPLAIN
Sometimes things happen to us that we don’t understand.

Sometimes we want to know why we are having such a hard time but there seems to be no answers.

When you are feeling sad and need to talk to someone you can contact your Chaplain.  As your Chaplain I am here to help you work through the tough times.  You can talk to me in confidence and I will respect you and keep what you tell me to myself.  There is only one time when your problem may need to be told to someone else and that is if someone is in danger.  When that happens I will discuss that fact with you.
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Our School Chaplin Hazel Paulsen is working in our school in both a councillor type role but also as a teacher aide – working with groups of children. Here she is taking a break with Sheldyn Murray and Rhiannon O’Regan.
Swimming Schedule
The following is the schedule for school swimming on Tuesday’s and Thursday’s at Aquatic Park, Parakai. 

	
	DEPART SCHOOL
	IN WATER
	DEPART POOLS

	Room 1
	8.45am
	9 – 9.25am
	9.30am

	Room 2
	9.15am
	9.30 – 9.55am 
	10.00am

	Room 5
	9.45am
	10.00 – 10.25am
	10.30am

	Room 6
	10.15am
	10.30 – 10.55am
	11.00am

	Room 7
	10.45am

(Tues only)
	11.00 to 11.25am
	11.30am

	Room 8
	10.45am

(Thurs only)
	11.00 to 11.25am
	11.30am
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To enable the children to spend as much time as possible in the water, could Room 1 & 2 children please come to school with their togs already on underneath their uniforms.  All children need to bring a towel, 

plastic or swimming bag, have sun block already applied and swimming goggles though not essential, are of great benefit to your child.

Thanks to the parents who have already offered their assistance with swimming and all other offers of help would still be greatly appreciated.

LUNCHTIME PRACTICE SCHEDULE

The following schedule outlines the clubs and special groups available in term 1 at Woodhill School, The guitar and Keyboard lessons will continue to operate as they have on a one to one basis on a Thursday. More information on this as it comes to hand. There is a brief description of each activity but please contact the school should you require more information. There will be sign-ups for these groups next week. 
	
	
	Band 1

7.45 – 8.30am
	Band 2

7.45 – 8.30am
	

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Folk Group

Y5- 8 only
	Kapa Haka – Y1-8
	Choir

Y1 – Y8
	Sport Practices – All interschool sports
	Meetings (Enviro Team, Prefect Meetings, Sport Musters, etc)

	
	
	
	
	Inter house competitions


Folk Group
:
Percussion, Guitar and Singing.  Excellent entry pathway for joining one


of the bands.

Meetings
:
Kept free for all kinds of meetings such as the Enviro team, Prefect



meetings, sport musters, etc.

Choir
:
A whole school singing group accommodating all ages.  Performance



orientated.

Sport Practices
:
For all interschool sports – a schedule is put together so that we are



training before the event.

Kapa Haka
:
Begins at lunchtime and goes through into afternoon block of class time



 for 30 minutes.

Bands
:
For musicians that are already capable.  Morning Commitment.
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Personal Learning Pathway
This in an innovative Year 7/8 initiative and one that we are extremely excited and proud of, all at the same time.  We invite all Year 7/8 parents (and any others who wish to join us) to come along to the school on either Wednesday or Thursday 10th and 11th February at 6.00pm to hear about this awesome addition to Woodhill School. If you are unable to make one of these evenings then we will arrange for a DVD to be sent home explaining the PLP in more detail. 
Personal Learning Pathway or PLP is a senior school programme that unites all learning in the eight Essential Learning Areas and the Key Competencies in years 1-6 together and prepares them for their college learning and beyond – developing life long learning.

It is a combination of self-directed learning, and teacher / peer assisted learning - working towards their individual goals.

The aim of the PLP is to link the New Zealand Curriculum Essential Learning Areas and the Key Competencies with our Schools Core Beliefs in real life experiences to demonstrate our vision which states our pupils will be: - confident – connected - actively involved - lifelong learners.
There are essentially 4 components to the programme – Personal Project, Musical/Instrument progression, Second language, and life skills. 
Take Care and have a great weekend!
Location: 1555 State Highway 16, RD2, Helensville, 0875





PH: 09 420 8108 


Fax: 09 420 8106


Email office@woodhill.school.nz
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